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CLINICAL PSYCHOSPIRITUAL EDUCATION (CPE) at CHEO

CHEO is one of the largest and busiest pediatric hospitals in all of Canada. It is a tertiary trauma centre for children and youths located in Ottawa.  It serves patients and families from eastern and northern Ontario, Nunavut, and northern areas of Quebec. It houses 167 inpatient beds with 2 ICUs, a mental health floor, surgical and medical floors, an emergency department, and active outpatient clinics. The Spiritual Care Program in partnership with different universities of Canada is training the next generation of spiritual care professionals. These Clinical Psychospiritual Education units are accredited by the Canadian Association for Spiritual Care: (CASC/ACSS)www.spiritualcare.ca.
With a vision to provide the best life for every child and youth, CHEO provides  a  rich  learning  environment  for  students to  explore  and  engage  in  value-based education. Learning is designed to be transferable to various contexts: parish ministry, clinical practice for healthcare professionals, preparation for certification as a Spiritual Care Practitioner by CASC/ACSS, and for applying to the College of Registered Psychotherapists of Ontario (CRPO).
Special features of CHEO’s CPE program include:
· Opportunity to partner with other universities in Canada either in the Master’s in Psychotherapy and Spirituality programs, diploma in Theology, or as an intern.
· Use of a spiritual care assessment tool which is integrated into the patient’s electronic health record.
· Opportunity to learn and interact with a diverse variety of healthcare disciplines
· The only opportunity to complete CPE in a pediatric context in Canada

Supervisor-Educator:
Jeff Vidt has a MA in Religion and a MA in Theology from Fuller Theological Seminary. He is the Spiritual Health Specialist and CPE Supervisor-Educator at CHEO.   He is a Certified CSE with CASC/ACSS and a Registered Psychotherapist with the CRPO. Jeff has over a decade of experience providing spiritual care to patients, families, and staff and has worked to promote and advocate for quality professional spiritual care in a variety of settings. His teaching style focuses on drawing out the intern’s strengths to enhance personal and professional growth through insight and reflective practices.

Contact Jeff Vidt, Spiritual Health Specialist and Supervisor-Educator, spiritualcare@cheo.on.ca, 613-737-7600 x6224

The CHEO program combines university courses in theology and psychology with units of CPE.
Prerequisites for CPE Students:
1. Undergraduate or graduate degree with prerequisite courses in:
a. At least 3 courses in Psychology, Practical Theology, Sociology, Social Work, Communications, Leadership and Group Interventions, Conflict Studies, Spiritual Care Practice, Pastoral Theology or related field.
b. At least 4 courses in theology or religious education for the first basic units of CPE and 6 courses in theology for advanced units of CPE.
c. OR,  people “in  the  field  of  ministry” who  have  studies  in, or  have  completed  a  Masters  of  Divinity (MDiv), Masters of Theological Studies (MTS), Masters in Pastoral Theology (MPTh), Masters in Theology (MTh) or related field of studies.
2. Include all transcripts (official or clear copy), with minimum B average.
3. Intern must submit the CPE application form.
4. Three letters of reference highlighting your openness to learning and to all faith traditions; why you would be a good candidate for a CPE unit and your potential for being an effective spiritual care provider. Please ask referees to send letters directly to spiritualcare@cheo.on.ca.
5. Application package with above documentation needs to be received before the deadline.
6. When application is complete (it is your responsibility to see that all requirements are submitted), the CPE super- visor-educator will send you a conditional notice of acceptance, pending a satisfactory interview.
7. Interview will be done by the Supervisor-Educator. The interview will determine maturity, readiness, emotional integrity and openness to learning.










CLINICAL PSYCHOSPIRITUAL EDUCATION (CPE) UNIT REGISTRATION
Spiritual Care Program

Upon acceptance into the program and in order to comply with the Ontario Privacy of Personal Information Act and the Canadian Association for Spiritual Care (CASC/ACSS) requirements, and to maintain safety and security standards CHEO requires:
1. Police Records Check for Service with the Vulnerable Sector (Not older than 3 months).
2. TB Screening (2 steps / four visits). Please complete within 3 months of starting date.
3. Signed Statement of Confidentiality and CHEO Affiliation Agreement.
4. Signed and updated vaccination attestation record
5. CASC/ACSS Membership: www.spiritualcare.ca (student rates available)
6. CASC/ACSS Liability Insurance: www.spiritualcare.ca (if you do not have liability insurance through your university or work).
7. Fees will range from $1400-$2200 per CPE unit, depending on the academic institution registration requirement.
8. A $250.00 CASC/ACSS educational fee (payable to CASC/ACSS).
9. Registering as a student member with CASC/ACSS ($90.00 fee)
10. The Spiritual Care Intern may withdraw at any time from the CPE unit. However, the fees are not refundable unless the withdrawal occurs before the end of the first week of the CPE Unit following orientation. In this case, a two hundred dollar ($200) administrative fee will be charged by CHEO before the amount is refunded to the Spiritual Care Student.
11. A CHEO ID badge is necessary for all Spiritual Care Students and must be worn at all times in the Hospital according to the Privacy Policy of CHEO.




Application to Clinical Psychospiritual Education Program
Spiritualcare@cheo.on.ca               401 Smyth Rd., Ottawa, ON, K1H 8M8
	Personal Information

	First Name:
	Last Name:

	Pronouns:
	Phone:

	Date of Birth:
	Citizenship:

	Address (City, Postal, Etc.)

	Email:

	Spiritual / Religious Identity:



At this time, the CPE program at CHEO requires written and spoken proficiency in English.
	CPE Unit you are applying for:

	Any special accommodations required?




	Current Student Status

	
All CPE applicants accepted into the CPE program MUST be enrolled in a degree program with a University or College that has a placement agreement with CHEO.  Fees will be paid by the student to their college through the registration system.  Proof of registration with the college or university is required to begin CPE.  A CPE applicant must first apply to the teaching site (CHEO) directly, appear for the interview, and receive a letter of offer BEFORE enrolling in the college or university CPE course.




	Educational Requirement Prior to Program Entry

	Undergraduate or graduate degree with prerequisite courses in:
· At least 3 courses in Psychology, Practical Theology, Sociology, Social Work, Communications, Leadership and Group Interventions, Conflict Studies, Spiritual Care Practice, Pastoral Theology or related field.
· At least 4 courses in theology or religious education for the first basic units of CPE and 6 courses in theology for advanced units of CPE.
· OR,  people “in  the  field  of  ministry” who  have  studies  in, or  have  completed  a  Masters  of  Divinity (MDiv), Masters of Theological Studies (MTS), Masters in Pastoral Theology (MPTh), Masters in Theology (MTh) or related field of studies.

	Education

	Current Education Program (if applicable):

	Institution:
	Degree:
	Grad Year:

	Previous Education:

	Highest Degree Earned:


	Other Relevant Education: 



	Work Experience

	Employer:
	Location:

	From:
	To:

	Role:



	Employer:
	Location:

	From:
	To:

	Role:



	Employer:
	Location:

	From:
	To:

	Role:



	Previous CPE Experience

	Location:
	Supervisor-Educator:

	Completed?:

	
If you completed previous CPE Units, please include any final evaluations from previous Supervisor-Educators with your application.




	References

	Applicants are required to provide three references.  a personal, a professional, 

	Name:
	Role / Relationship:

	Phone:
	Email:



	Name:
	Role / Relationship:

	Phone:
	Email:



	Name:
	Role / Relationship:

	Phone:
	Email:



Please include an updated resume and the following essay response with your completed application.  Incomplete applications or responses to the below will not be considered for program admission.  Please see the Canadian Association for Spiritual Care Manual, Chapter 2: Education for more information.
	Autobiographical Information

	
All responses are kept confidential.
Please prepare separate papers for responding to each of the below


	Autobiographical Narrative: (750  -1000 words):

Provide a reasonably full account of your life story.  Include examples of significant or important persons and events, and detail how they have impacted or continue to impact your personal growth and development. Describe how your life history influences who you are personally and professionally.


	Spiritual Identity and Development: (750 – 1000 words):

Provide a description of your sense of spirituality and how it contributes to your sense of self. Include information of the values/spiritual -based orienting system into which you were born and describe any development, challenges, changes, or experiences that have impacted or continue to impact your spiritual growth and development.  Offer your definition of spiritual care.


	Understanding of Clinical Psychospiritual Education: (750 – 1000 words)
Provide your current understanding of Clinical Psychospiritual Education (CPE). Include whatever information you currently know of CPE and what you hope to learn or accomplish from the training.  Indicate if CPE is being required of you for professional, educational, or vocational development.  Also include three learning goals you hope to address in CPE.




I certify that all the statements on this application are correct and complete, including my declaration of citizenship and status in Canada.  I understand that if my admission or registration is based on false information it is subject to cancellation at the sole discretion of CHEO.  I agree to abide by all regulations of CHEO and the Canadian Association for Spiritual Care (CASC/ACSS)
In addition to this application, I am also aware that:
· Acceptance into the CPE program will require membership with the Canadian Association for Spiritual Care (CASC/ACSS).  Basic Student Memberships are currently $90.00 per year.  CPE certification cannot be completed without membership in CASC/ACSS.
· You will be required to adhere to the Admission policy of CHEO
· Fees for the CPE unit and enrollment to the university or college must be paid by the second week of the unit.

Applicant Name: _____________________			Date:________________


Upon receiving a completed application, the Supervisor-Educator at CHEO will review and select candidates for an interview.  Interviews may be conducted in-person or virtually.  Candidates selected for an interview will be contacted by the Supervisor-Educator to make arrangements.
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